ABYSSINIA	TEST   CASE
brushed aside. The French advocate, M. Jeze, who most
ably represented Abyssinia at Geneva, followed. ' It was,' he
declared,' a dangerous precedent for the League to admit the
criticisms of state members about their respective internal
regimes. Italy was shifting her ground because the Walwal
incident no longer served her purposes: the issue was whether
in the next few days a war of extermination would be
opened.
The next day, while M. Jeze was continuing his summary
of the Ethiopian case and denouncing the Italian Memor-
andum with the assertion that c the Italian Government,
having resolved to conquer and destroy Ethiopia, begins by
giving Ethiopia a bad name \ Aloisi rose and left the Council
room, and was followed by the second Italian delegate. Jeze
at once asked for prompt action tinder Articles XV and X
of the Covenant. This dramatic scene took place in the
evening, as the Council did not meet until 7 p.m. During
the day Eden and the other delegates had been fully occupied
in private discussion. Eden gave a lunch at which his
principal guest was Colonel Beck, and Aloisi had already
blandly told the Press that Italy * put Abyssinia beyond the
law'.
After intense negotiation a committee of five members
was set up to make a general examination and seek a peace-
ful solution of the dispute. Madariaga was made chairman.
The committee held eleven meetings between the yth and
24th September, and by the i8th had evolved its scheme, but
there were developments actually while the committee was
sitting which virtually rendered decisions out of date before
they had been reached. On 8th September Count Ciano
(Mussolini's son-in-law) Minister for Press and Propaganda,
serving with the Italian Air Force in Africa, declared in an
address to the American people that Italy had decided to
consider as closed for ever the period of attempts at pacific
collaboration with Ethiopia. The next day Hitler greeted the
newly appointed Italian Ambassador in Berlin, and ex-
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